
Wiltshire Council  

Points for discussion with Parish Councils in December 

1. The Cabinet meeting on November October 17th dealt with the following agenda items:  

a. Monitoring the Quarter Two Revenue and Capital Budgets, Corporate 

Performance and Risk  

b. Strategic Operational Depot Strategy 1 

c. An Integrated Care Board Community Health Contract 2   

d. A350 Chippenham Bypass (Phases 4 & 5)  

e. Waste Services Delivery Plan  

I had put a question regarding food waste that was dealt with as if it were related to item e 

(turn to Appendix 1 if you want to see the question and the reply, that are in the public 

domain) but as items d and e dealt with specific contractual commitments and were 

discussed ‘in camera’ I’m unable to report on them further in any detail.  

Suffice it to say that I shall be continuing my pursuit of the Council’s environmentally 

damaging and excessively costly handling of food waste. 

2. The South West Area Board meeting held in East Knoyle on Wednesday 29th was 

largely focused on Highways  matters. It was very well attended. 

There was  

a. a presentation made jointly by Caroline Thomas, the Cabinet Member for 

Highways, Samantha Howell, Director of Highways and Dave Thomas, Head of 

Highways Asset Management & Commissioning, and  

b. a presentation by John Derryman, Head of Strategy, Performance and Oversight, 

Office the Police and Crime Commissioner. 

I am circulating both presentations in pdf with this note.  

Derryman argued, in summary, that there has been a significant improvement in 

enforcement. He particularly wanted to thank all the Parish Councils with Speed 

Indicator Devices (SIDs) who are downloading their data and sharing it with his office 

and stressed that Wiltshire’s is the first police force to accept and use this data as 

evidence of speeding. He all PCs to download SID data and share it with his office. 

The Thomas/Howell/Thomas presentation described the background and the funding 

streams available for highways maintenance and improvements and stressed that more 

funding is now becoming available to upgrade and improve the road network.  

 
1 approved “a capital budget of £37.928m for delivery of a new central area strategic depot at Melksham, 
while ensuring all remaining depots remain compliant, funded by £1.870m Capital Receipts and £36.058m 
borrowing.” 
2 Gve “‘in principle’ agreement to commit Better Care Funding to the ICB Community Health Contract from 
2025 to 2032 (with potential for a further 2 years to 2034).” 



The lengthy Q&A session was devoted to questions submitted previously and was 

dominated by issues related to speeding on the major roads, especially the A350. 

One question, however, related to the roads from Gutch Common to Semley and 

Shaftesbury, provided me with an opportunity to remark on the appalling state of 

the C roads throughout the South West area and specifically through the Donheads, 

attested to - in addition to numerous resident comments - by data supplied to me by 

Dave Thomas himself.  

This prompted an admission from Samantha Howell that the council’s policy had 

been to focus on A & B roads, to acknowledge the scale of the issue, and to confirm 

that it will now be responded to. The data Thomas supplied me in the form of a 

chart, and my follow-up email are at Appendix 2 

The Area Board’s grants budget for 2023/24 is now largely depleted. The LHFIG 

budget is all spent; any new application for funding will have to wait till the new 

financial year. Aid was granted for the Fonthill Gifford Village Hut and for the Hinton 

Hall east window replacement. 

3. River Nadder, water quality etc.  There is nothing specific that I can share with you at 

this time, but I have been involved as chair in a valuable dialogue between organisations 

representing angling associations & river quality/citizen science activists and the 

Environment Agency/Natural England. 
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C Roads - Plan Maintenance Soon

Wiltshire South West Wiltshire


