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Donhead St Andrew Parish Council
Full Meeting Minutes
Friday 15th January 2021 held online via Zoom at 7:30pm

	

	
	Public Participation and Presentations – A resident informed the PC that she was corresponding with Wiltshire Council over the matter of the blocked ditch on Pains Hill, resulting in debris being deposited on the road at the St Bartholomew’s junction. WC were advising that all the gullies were clear which she said was not the case. PCnllr CB said that he would refer this matter to the Parish steward on his next, imminent visit to DsA to assist in resolving the matter.

	



CB

	15.01.01
	Apologies received and those present:
Present: M. Cullimore (Chairman), S Luck (Vice-Chairman), J. Barton, C. Burrows, B. Miller, M. York, S. Barkham and A Stoker.
Also in attendance: Kerri Jones (journalist from This is Alfred), 1 resident, & Mrs J. Luck (Clerk). 
Apologies received and accepted: P. Maxwell-Arnot had technical issues and attended the meeting from agenda point 15.01.10

	

	15.01.02
	Declarations and Dispensations
a. declarations of disclosable pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests already declared in the Register of Interests
b. declarations of disclosable pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests not previously declared in the Register of Interests – None declared.

	

	15.01.03

	Approval of minutes:
Full meeting – 13th November 2020, PCnllrs approved – Proposed MY/ Seconded CB/Unanimous.
Interim Planning Meeting (7 Milkwell) – 21st December 2020, PCnllrs approved – Proposed SB/Seconded SL/Unanimous.
	

	PLANNING MATTERS
	

	15.01.04
	Applications determined since last meeting – PCnllrs  noted the following - 20/09498/TCA St Andrews Church, Proposal to reduce a Holly tree in height by approx 4 metres & shape inside profiles  by up to  a metre – No Objections given by DsA PC and Wiltshire Council. 

	

	15.01.05
	New Applications received since last meeting – None.
	

	FINANCE
	

	15.01.06
	Approval of payments information 
PCnllrs noted and approved retrospective payments made between 01/11/2020 and 31/12/2020 – all from approved budgets circulated previously via email – Proposed AS/ Seconded MY/Unanimous.

	15.01.07
	Approval of Bank Reconciliation 
PCnllrs noted and approved the bank reconciliation for November and December 2020, Circulated previously via email – Proposed AS/Seconded SB/Unanimous.

	15.01.08
	Approval of budget for April 2021/22
PCnllrs referred to the budget circulated via email. The clerk informed the PC that, as requested at the last meeting, a further £577 had been added to the website/technology budget to increase the overall annual budget to £13,000. PCnllrs agreed the budget – Proposed JB/Seconded BM/Unanimous.

	15.01.09
	Setting of the 2021 Precept 
i. Precept consideration - PCnllrs referred to the budget and precept calculator previously circulated by email and resolved to increase the precept by £500 (equating to an addition £1.98pa for a band D household) and utilise reserves in the bank account to cover the remainder of the budget -  Proposed AS/Seconded SB/Unanimous.
ii. Setting of the Precept – PCnllrs resolved that the 2021 precept was to be £12,500 - Proposed AS/Seconded SB/Unanimous.

	CEMETERY

	15.01.10
	i. Cemetery Maintenance – PCnllrs didn’t raise any maintenance issues that they felt needed attention in the cemetery.

	

	HIGHWAYS/RIGHTS OF WAY
	

	15.01.11
	i. Footpath Update from PCnllr PMA. 
ii. F8 and F9 Dengrove Farm – PCnllrs noted that these had been cleared and were now accessible.
iii. FP1 – PCnllrs to noted that Wiltshire Council had confirmed that they had instructed their engineers to carry out alterations to the bridge to ensure it remains passable.
iv. FP3 Meadowbank – PCnllrs noted that further to correspondence received by the clerk, the landowner had removed the log stepping stones, due to them becoming a potential slippery hazard.
v. FP15 Round Hill and FP19 Leggatts Farm – PCnllrs noted previous correspondence regarding the two collapsed stiles.
vi. FP14 Pile Oak Cottage – PCnllr PMA raised the issue of the footpath and stile being in the wrong location which made it difficult for users to find their way. The Clerk informed PCnllrs that she was speaking to the Chairman of the Tisbury Footpath Group next week to seek advice regarding managing and improving public rights of way. The clerk will report back to the PC after this discussion.
	















ClrK

	15.01.12
	Pedestrian Gate Funds – 
PCnllr PMA hasn’t yet obtained landowner written permission to potentially replace stiles with pedestrian gates at TISB50 (Westfield Farm) and DSTA14 (the three stiles along this path towards Pile Oak Lodge).
Approval for a gate at DSTA6 (near Leat House) obtained so far.
She won’t take any further action until the clerk has spoken to the Tisbury Footpath Group.

	

	15.01.13
	Fingerpost at Scotts Hill/New Road junction – PCnllrs discussed whether they would like to use further donation funds and instruct David Scott to replace this fingerpost, using the same materials and at the same cost as the recently renewed fingerposts in other locations around the village. The existing post has lost a finger and is made of plastic which doesn’t match the other posts in the village. PCnllrs felt the post was in a precarious location as large vehicles maneuvered in the junction. It was also felt that currently it wasn’t very visible due to its position against a large hedge. PCnllr MC offered to speak to the landowner regarding the hedge to see whether the hedge could be cut back before a decision was made on replacing the fingerpost. 
	







MC

	15.01.14
	Parish Steward Reports – PCnllr CB advised that the gully tanker had cleared the gullies along Wardour Lane which had significantly improved water flow. PCnllr CB said that he intended to move two large traffic cones to the side at a location on Sands Lane where they previously helped to mark a soft verge hazard.  The cones in question were split and were no longer serving any useful function.  He thought that the remaining cone, and the marker post, were adequate for warning road users of the hazard.  He added that he would ask Wiltshire Council to consider upgrading the marker post
	

	OTHER MATTERS
	

	15.01.15
	Identifying Verges that could be left uncut to assist wildlife – PCnllr CB reported what he had found regarding the management of the protected verge at Berrywood Lane.  He had contacted the Co-ordinator for the Wiltshire Protected Verges Scheme, Emma Glover, who advised that the  Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records Centre keep the records for all of the Wiltshire protected verges and also provide the expertise for the detailed site surveys that are done.  Our protected verge runs from about half way down Berry Wood Lane on the St. Mary side to about half way down the Lane on the St.Andrew side (just south of a gate into Berry Wood Copse). There are normally marker posts at the beginning and end of the verge, but ours currently need replacing (and may get replaced, subject to the usual budget constraints). The verge is on both sides of the road.  Being part of the Protected Verge scheme means that it should not get cut by council Highways during the months of April through to and including August, a regime that retains the plant community to set seed and maximise the flowering period of the verge. The monitor is then able to tell the scheme co-ordinator on an annual basis when the verge might need a cut back of scrub or overhanging hedge that might be affecting the success of the different habitats. There is a specialist section within Wilts Highways which will cut protected verges in Feb/March if they have been identified as in need of cutting. They will also remove what is cut, an important part of verge management. This information has been relayed to the resident that queried the management of verges and she is carrying on with her own research on this matter to see whether further verges in DsA may qualify as “protected verges”.

	

	15.01.16
	A new Parish Council website to comply with the Accessibility regulations - aiming to ensure public sector websites are accessible to all users, especially those with disabilities. – PCnllrs noted that the clerk is still working on this matter.
	
Clrk

	15.01.17
	Tisbury Community Benefit Society Mobile refill shop – PCnllrs referred to the email circulated prior to the meeting and resolved to support the mobile refill shop providing this service in DsA. The clerk will contact the TCBS.
	ClrK

	Reports
	

	15.01.18
	W. Cnllr Tony Deane – Absent.
	

	15.01.19
	Other reports;
Chairman – 
· Fingerposts update – All four new fingerposts have now been installed.  The clerk has obtained a grant of £400 from the Area Board towards the cost.

· Benches update – PCnllr MC has voluntarily, in his own time, installed the new bench at St Bartholomews junction. There is a further new bench to install at the Milkwell junction.

· Speed Restriction Public Consultation Results – The Parish Council thanks everyone who took the time to respond to this questionnaire and to the volunteers who helped to distribute the leaflets to every household in Donhead St Andrew. Although the results were fairly close, the majority of residents voted against the Parish Council paying for a feasibility report to be carried out to ascertain whether it would be beneficial to pursue a speed restriction for Overway, Milkwell, West End, Lower Street and New Road. 

· The “Giveway” sign at Whitesand Cross has now been installed.

 
Clerk – 
·  Paperwork has been submitted to give PCnllr SB and PCnllr AS online banking access to the PC bank account. 

· A training course has been booked this month for the clerk on how to prepare accessible word/PDF documents for the PC website.

	

	
	In view of the current national lockdown, Parish Councillors raised concerns about residents who may be struggling. It was reiterated that if parishioners were suffering then the Parish Council and Neighbourhood Response group (NRG) can help them access services and the Parish council website has links to various voluntary groups and services offered by Wiltshire Council.  Contact details for the NRG have recently been re-advertised on the noticeboards, PC website and on social media to advertise the support available as widely as possible.
	

	15.01.20
	Closure of meeting and Date and time of next meetings:
Annual Parish Meeting (residents Meeting) - Friday 12/03/2021 (This may be postponed/cancelled due to covid19, dependent on government advise nearer the time).

Full Council Meeting - Friday 12/03/2021 7.30pm – likely to be held via virtually zoom.

Interim planning meetings as required.
	

	
	Public participation – for comments relating to the evening’s agenda items and discussion.
	


[bookmark: AgendaTitle]
[bookmark: AdditionalInformation]

